Planet Traveler
boldly goes greener
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© Author and green entrepreneur
behind energy-efficient hostel

College buddies Tom Rand
and Anthony Aarts took
different paths after gradu-
Ating from the University
of Waterloo, Rand became
a greentech venture capi-
talist; Aarts ran a travellers
hostel in Kensington Mar-
ket

Four years ago, their
paths reconnected when
Aarts looked at his busi-
ness and decided "It was ei-
ther get bigier oF get out.”
He had his eye on a
derelict bullding at College
Strect and Bellevue Aw-
enue and needed a finan-
cial partner

Rand agreed ro sigm on
— but there was a citch.
He would only fund the
project if they aimed to
make it “the greenest ho-
tel in Morth America,”
swith a‘goal of 75 per cent
carbon-emission redduc-
tions. Four yers and $2
million Later, Planet Travel-
er is built. About S200,000
went towards: the green
retrofit, an  investment
that should begin paying
fior itsell in eight years,

According to Rand, the
money they're saving on
geothermal hesting alone
amounts Lo more than the

loan  payments for @ the
green retrofits,
Carbon reduction

“makes us more economi-
cally competitive, because
eviery dollar 1 don't spend
on energy I can spend on

Cutting way back

Here are some of Plant
Travelers green featwres,

» Geothermal heat pumps,
which draw heat from 115
metres below the Earth’s
surface through a series of
plpes, are “the heartbeat of
the bullding,” Rand says. it
took six months of slashing
through municipal red tape
o bury almost two kilome-
tres of piping in an adjacent
city-owned laneway

* The rool bears two kinds of
panels; Photovoliaic, for
powering the building; and
solar thermal, for heating
water.

* Copper ooils encircling the
drainage pipes recover healt
lost down the drain and e
it to warm incoming cold
wabar,

* The entire building is U by
LED, which, all combrined,
e less energy than a
toaster

something  else,”  Rand
said. He hopes the project
will be a model for retro-
fitting larger buildings
"Everybody could do it.”
The hostel holds 114
beds at $30 per dorm-style
bunk or §75 for a private
room. Its doors open in
three  weeks: “We'll see
what the marker will
bear,” Aarts said
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